Hatzolah Prepares to Bring Emergency Care to Ashdod

By F. Blum

Reswdents of Ashdod need
Hatzolah desperately in order 1o
save lives. Ashdod, home o
2000000 Jews, including chareidim
from ewvery circle and many
American ofim, suffers from a lack
of adequate emergency  care.
Hatzolah, w0 open in their city
soon, will alleviae the problem.
The organization is in its planning
siages and would like to begin
operating shortly.

When a three-vear-old boy was
found uncopscious in & half-filled
bathtub, his mother called Magen
Dovid Adom. The dispatcher
beeped the paramedics. They were
in their ambulances when the call
came o, but it ook 10 minutes of

agonizing trathc dodgng to reach
the child. He passed away later
that week, just days after his wph-
Erer.
Many peopls recall the wrench-
ing wait for help,

“We stood around and tried o
comfort the mother, while the boy
wmed bue in her arms,” said a
neighbor. “Mobody was able o
help.”

Craly four Magen David Adom
ambulances  serve  Ashdod's
200,000 residents at any Ume.
That's one ambulance for 50,000
people. The MDA paramedics are
dedicated and capable, but they
fight a tough race against Lime.
They don't always win.

The first four minutes after &
heart antack can determine the vic-

tim's fate. Choking victims, bum
victims, and others must also get
belp immediately; but in Ashdod,
the MDA ambulances are parked
in a garage, and a 10- or 15-minute
TESpOnsE Lme 15 0ol WComumen.
It’s 100 long for many.

Even pon-life-threatening con-
ditions can be worsened by delays,
and long waits mean unbearable
pain and suffering.

When an old man fell in the
sireel, passersby were afraid o
orove him, fearing he hod suas-
tained a back or neck injury. He
waited 15 minwtes for an ambu-
lance.

Last week's terror attacks com-
muncdesred all four MDA ambu-
lances. Some of the wounded had
to be taken to the hospital with
ambulances from nearby cities,
which amved later. Furthermaore,
the entire city was left without a
single ambulance o cover in case
of a medical emergency.

Ashdod has no hospital of is
own. Patients are taken to hospitals
ahbout 20 minutes away. Each trip
to the hospital keaves the city with
one fewer ambulance for at least
an hour. Some incidents recuine
more than one ambulance. Car
accidents — frequent oCccurmences
in Eretz Yisrael = can call all four

into action at once, emdangering
the rest of the city.

The siuation is dangerous —
and wnconscionable.  Ashdod
should have a Hatzolah orgamiza-
tion, like almost every other
Jewish community in the world.

Babbi Michoel Hacohen
Schwartz, shifre, an Ashdod resi-
dent, and Rabbi Avraham

Mordechai Berkowite, shiiva, a
dedicated askan, have spent many
months planning the opening of
Hatzolah Ashdod. They are backed
by all 20 rabbanim in Ashdod, and
by gedolei Yisrael from around the
world, The rabbaaim  have
declared it “a matter of pikeerch
nefesh — of saving lives.”

Rabbi Schwartz and Rabbi
Berkowitz plan 1o have a Hatzolah
member in every apartment Com-
plex in the city. That would put
help within two minutes’ distance
of every Ashdod resident. The
reduced response time and the pro-
liferation of trained individuals in
the city would save lives.

seventy men have already
begun training 1o become Hatzolah
members, but Hatzolah Ashdod
cannot open yet. They must par-
chose equipment and ambulances.
And they need o make sure that
every member is proficient in

ireating any cimergency.

Training and equipment are
expensive, but they are neces-
sary.— and they cannot wail
Rabbarim urge the community o
come  forward and help their
brethren in Ashdod.

It costs 51,000 to tran and
equip ‘one Hatzolah member. A
defibrillator — a lifesaving emer-
gency device for heart attack vic-
tims — is 1,500, You can sponsor
these or other items, in honor or in
memory of a loved one. Or, send
whatever you can, Perhaps you can
even purchase an  ambulance,
alone or with a group.

Please do not take this appeal
lightly. Eemember the last time
you of someone you know called
upon . Hatzolah, and give your
brethren the same Securly 3ou
enjoy — the knowledge that there
is someone nearby wik 18 compe-
tent and ready 1o help whenever
the need anses.

Send your gencrous, fax-
deductible contribution o Friends
of Haizolah Ashdod, 1271 45th
Street, Brooklyn, MY 11219, Fos
more information about Hazolah
Ashdod, or o find oul bow you
can help Huzolah Ashdod open
sooner, call (217 203-9225 or
(718) GB6-9066.



